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Military History of the Civil War
The Civil War has been considered to be the most devastating and significant historical military strategy in the history of America. Historians have documented the historical military event that led to the Union’s victory. While scholars have widely acknowledged the contributions of military leaders in the war, some scholars disagree that the Union’s victory was not entirely based on military tactics and strategies. This essay examines the military history of the Civil War and the probable lessons learned from the war.
The Civil War was comprised of two sides, the South, which was made of the Confederacy and the North, which was comprised under the Union. As Angevine (2018) explains, the Civil War was the first major conflict experienced in America during the industrial age. As such, the victory of the North, the Union, has been widely associated with industrial and economic advantages. The Civil War started in 1861 and ended in 1864 (Erath, 2015). Each side of the war, the confederate and the Union employed different military strategies to win their battles. Even though the Union won the war in 1864, it does not mean that the Confederate lost all the battles. The Confederate won some of the battles, including the Battle of Chancellorsville in 1863 under the command of General Robert E. Lee. General Lee’s defensive strategy helped the Confederate keep the Union’s army out of Virginia (Angevine, 2018).
However, the end of the Civil War was based on the Union’s offensive strategy. According to Erath (2015), the appointment of General Grant by President Lincoln in February 1864 made a remarkable turning point in the war. As Erath (2015) explains, for two years in the war, Lincoln and his commanders tried without any success without unifying a strategic goal. However, the appointment of General Grant made use of the offensive strategy to win the war. Grant’s new changes included raiding logistic strategy where the Union tried to cut the supply of the Confederate army, which historians believe that may have contributed significantly to the Union’s victory (Erath, 2015).
Even though military strategy played a key role in the Union’s victory in the Civil War, some historians have dismissed that it was the only factor that contributed to the victory. Erath (2015) explains that Lincoln’s democratic policing also played a significant part in the war. The Emancipation Proclamation has been described as the most important policy step in Lincoln’s administration that helped the Union win the Civil War. According to Erath (2015), the Emancipation Proclamation was a statement that sought to unify the Southern states into the Union. Even though Lincoln made the statement without congressional authorization, it played a significant role in influencing the political debates and decisions in the Confederate states. As Erath (2015) explains, the political division in the South over slavery, and this gave Lincoln’s led Union army to pierce through the Confederate government. Other factors that also contributed to the Union’s victory include the economic policies and capabilities.
The victory of the Union in the Civil War was important for the Union and President Lincoln. As Toft (2010) explains, policymakers exerted considerable effort to finding ways to enhance and advance the democratic institutions and policies. Economic policies in the North played a key role in rehabilitating the economy once the war ended (Toft, 2010). As Erath (2015) reports, by the end of 1864, the Union became optimistic that it was winning the war and the Confederate losing. The Union won around 195 battles, including the battle at Shiloh and Antietam, and the battle of Gettysburg in 1863 (Erath, 2015).
In conclusion, the Civil War has been a key historical event in America’s military history. Even though the military strategies contributed significantly to the victories of each side that participated in the war, but other factors also contributed to the battle that led to the Union winning the war. One important lesson that I have learned from this study is that the victory was important because it demonstrated that democracy prevailed.
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